An Account of the 


PROCEEDINGS 


AGAINST 


Capt. Edward Rigby, _ 


4: the Seſſions of Goal Delivery, held at Juſtice= 
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Seventh Day of December, 1698. for intending to 
Commit the Abominable SIN of SODOMY, 
on the Gody of one William Minton, | 
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N Tndidment was found againſt Captain Rigby, for that he, the Seventh day of 
November laſt, did Solicice, Incite, and as well by words as otherways, endea- 
vour to perſwade one William Min;oz (of about the Age of Ninetzen Years) to 
ſutfer him the ſaid Riyby, to commit the Crime of Sodowy with him the ſaid 

Amton. And the faid Rigby did alſo Endeavour and Attempt, to Commit che Crime of 
Soomy with him the ſaid Adinrons and did alſo do and perpetrate divers other Enor- 
mitites and abominable things, with an intent to Commit the Crime of Sodomy with the 
laid Minton, . ” | 
Captain Ripby. being ſenſible of his Guilt, and unwilling the ſame ſhould be difcloſed 
to the. World, - would not:therefare. Plead Not Guilty to his Inditment ; neicher would he 
conleis the ſame, but Demurr'd to the Inditment, in hopes, as his Council alledged, 
chat they mighe find ſome Fault therein 3 but upon Arguing the Demurrer, the Court 
were of Opinion the Indi&tment was good, and therefore Judgment was given againſt 
Rigby, which was the ſame as if he had Pleaded Guiky. And on the laſt day of 
the Sefliohs', the Council for the King demanded Judgment againft bim , which 
could not be: Adequate to his Crime ;_ and for the Information of .the Court, in or- 
der to give a Juſt and Exemplary Judgment, pray'd, That ſeveral Afﬀidavits which were 
produced might be Read, which accordingly were,Read 3 whereby ir appeared, Thac 
on Saturday the Fifth of Nevember laſt, Minton ſtanding in St. James's Park to lee the Fire- 
works, Rigby ſtood by him, and took-him by the hand, and ſqueez'd ir ; put his Privy 
Member Ere&ed into. Minton's Hand; kiſt him, and put his['Tongue into A{znton's Mouth, 
who being much aſtoniſh'd at thefe Actions went from him ; but Rigby purſued him, ant 
accoſted him again ; and after much Diſcourſe prevailed with A4mton to tell him where 


helodged, and to meet him the Monday following about Five. a Clock, at the George-Ta- 
vern in the Pall mall , and to Enquire for Number 4. Minton the next day Acquainted 
Charles Coates, Eſq; (with whom he lived) with what had happened to him the: Nighe 
before, and deſired his Advice and DireQtion therein ; who with a Worthy Divine then 


4 onroogin iſtrche Villany deſigned by Righy) directed Adiaron 
preſent (being willing to deteR and puniſh the lhe Cace YE oe - whobeing 


to apply himſelf to Thomas Raikon Elq; a Juſtice of the P : 
Wd of what paſt between Rigby-and Minton, appointed hy: Clark with a gy" 
ble, and two other Perſons, to.go with A4inton to the George-Tavern, who were RY 
in ſome Room adjoyning to the Room whereinto, Minton ſhould go : and if - = 
tence (}+.'d be offered ro bim, upon crymg out (Weſtminſter) the Conſtable and his 
ſiſtance ſhould immediately enter the Room. ; 

| Four of the Clock in the After- 
f\ November lat, gout £0 with Direci- 


| Number. 4. at the Bar, 
and left ber 4. -h 253 bait bern 


e of the Drawers, 


enquire for a young 
Go he George- 


That 


1+ about ſix. a clock Minton came to the George Tavern, enquired for Number 4. and. 
— into che room where Rigby was , and he Contable and his afli{tance were 
placed in a Room adjoyning 3 Rigby leemed mil h' pleaſed upon Mmtons coming , and 
drank to him in a glaſs of Wine and kiſt him, r00k 'h1M by che Hand, put his Tongue in- 
to AMintons Mouth, and thruſt Adintorns. hand into his ( Rigby) Breeches, ſaying, He bad raiſed 
bis Luft to tbe big be degree, Mimton chereupon askt, How can it be,a Woman was only fit for tha, 
Rigby anſwered, Dani'em, theyare all Port,Jif have nothing to do with them, 
Then Rigby ficring on Mintens La p,kift him leveral cimes,x utcing His Tongue into his Mouth, 
a$e hirm, if be ſhould F——bim how can that be askt Minton, [ le ſpaw jou anſwered Rigby, 
for it's no more than was done in our Fore fathers time; and then roincire Minton thereto, tur. 
ther ſpake moſt Blaſphemous words, and ſaid, That the French King did it, and the Czar of 
Muſcovy made Alexander, a Carpenter, &@ Prince for that pwrpeſe, and athrmed, de had ſeen the 
Czar of Mulcovy rbrough a bole at Sea, lye with Prince Alexander. Then Righy kilt Min- 
:on ſeveral crimes, purring his Tongue 1n his Mouch,” and caking Admron in his Arms,withe 
he might Iye with bim all night, agd that his Luſt was provoked to that degree, he had 
———in bis Breeches , but notwithſtanding he could F-—— him; Mzmton there- 
upon ſaid, ſure you cannot do it here,yes, an{wered Rigby, I can,and rogk' Minton to a corner 
of the Room, and put his Hands into Mintons Breeches, deſiring him to pull them down, 
who an{were4 he would nor, but he.( Rigby) might do whas be pleaſed ; thereupon Rigby pul- 
led down Mz:ons Breeches, ctarn'd away his (tlyce , pur his Finger to Mintons mu bag 
and applyed his. Body cloſe ro Mintons, who feeling iomeching- warm touch-his Skin, put 
his hand behind him, and took hold of Righys Privo Member, and faid to Rigby, 1 have 
now diſcovered your baſe Iiclimiations , Ill expoſe you t« the World, to put a top to theſe Crime! ; 
; and thereupon Minton went towards the door, Rigby ſtopet him, and: drew his Sword, 
upon which /A4mron gave a ſtamp wich his foot, and cry'd our Weſtminſter 5 then the Con- 
ſtable and bis Affiftance came into the Room, and ſcized Righy,who offer'd che Conſtble 
| a Gratuity to let him go, which he refuſing , carryed Rigby before Sir Henry Dutton Colt, 
betore whom Anton charged Rigby (who was preſent) with the Fact , to the cite bc. 
fore related ; who being atke by Sir Henry Colt, Whether the Fac} Minton bad charged him 
with were True, Rigby denyed not that the Charge againſt him was true, only objected a- 
gainſt ſome incontiderable Circumſtances, which no ways tended co the leſſening of the 
Charge. fart args 4 | 

That afcer all the Informations were read, Rigby was askt by the Court, What be 5) :« 
lay for himſelf, he deſired that a Gentlemans Afﬀidavit who was' preſent when this ma: =: 
was tranſated mighe beread ; the Court told him ,© That that Gentlemen food Indices 
in the ſame Indifiment "with bim, for being Aiding, " Adviſing, and Aſſifting to him, in com- 
mitting his Erime,and therefore could not be an Evidence for him. Rigby was atkt by the 4 ourt 
Ws, 6 be had to ſay , he infiſted on his Innocency; that he was miſadviled by vis 
Council in Demurring to the Inditment, which if he had known' had been Contefling 
of the Fact in caſe the Court had been of Opinion that the Inditmenc was ſufficient, he 
would not have done it ; bur ſeeing the Law was fo ke muſt ſubmir to it ; he ſrid }.e was 
Drunk, and might kiſs Minton feveraltimes. To which ic was'anſwered by the Kings 
Council, That hs (Rigbys)Council bad well adviſed bim,and he knew bis Guilt to be ſuch, That 
it would be proved by Three or Four Witneſſes beyond all comtradiftion , and therefore Kigby De- 
murred 10 the Indictment, m bopes thereby bis Crime would not be Diſcloſed , as it muſt bare been 
if be had pleaded Not Guilty to %is Indittment, and (ubmitted to a Tryal; but as the Fatt had 
now been made publick in Court ; andit alſo appearing he bs was dar Druak alianby Colentred 
3. | 

ic was cheretore prayed by the King's Council, «that the Court would give an Exem- 


plary Judgment againſt him, for chac Crimeof which, by his own Confeflion, he ſtood 
Convicted, and wasnot in ics Nature co be Aggravated. = 


And che Judgment which was pronounced by the Court againſt Rog by, Was,' Vic. 


That be ſtand Three ſeveral Days in the Pill 
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good Bebaviour for Seven Tear; out of Priſon, he ſhall find ſufficient Sareties for bis 
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